In the mid-1950s, 75% of all U.S.-based physicians were members of the American Medical Association. More recent figures show that this number has decreased to below 15% and continues to decline. Is it the cost, their lack of relevance, or are there just too many associations, subspecialty groups, and meetings. Truly it's a cultural phenomenon where the idea of joining large groups or organizations is less appealing to many; as an example, the number of young boys joining the Boy Scouts is also in rapid decline.
